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HINDUS UNDER THE GHAZNAVIDS 

S, .hibir Rny:i 


Mull mud ci f Ghaznin is psnull) depicted as un iei>nticlusi win? deployed 
icmplcs and images in his zeal lor Islam. Communal historians on bull) sides 
projccl him as a religious funaiicund a bigot Muhammad I lahib s influentially 
work, Suliau Mahmud ui’Gliaznm did substantial ly help to after the popular 
projections of Suhan Mahmud and projected his expeditions as motivated by 
avarice and greed. 1 More recent))' Rcmilii [ hapar has shown lltat the 
destruction of Samnath was a political act and was perceived by the 
contemporaries in the seme light. I This paper seeks lo supplement the findings 
of both Mohammad Habib and Romiia Thcpar by lookliig at the Persian 
sources af the Cihaznavitl period that have not yet been extensively utilized 
by historians of Medieval India, aad study ing the actual position of Hindus 
within the Ghaznavid empire, army and administration. 

The Ghazaavid Sultans were able to lap the rich resources of liulki in 
terms of Treasure, tribute, and manpower (Soldiers and Slaves) derived irom 
various places of northern India hi various Indian expeditious. Mahmud and 
Miisud. acquired uncounted Hindus a& prisoners of war l bard a) ami slaves 
(banda) to Ghazni h from Lamghtm. Peshawar, Uhatia. fbanesar. Nundairj. 
KannflUj, Sarasati, Hansi and Sot^epa1. , The enslavement of Hindus staricd 
with Alptigirt, 4 followed by his successor Sabukiigin who captured many as 
prisoners of War (bardn) at Lamghaiu 5 In the battle of Peshawar. 100,000 
men and women were token as slaves by Sultan Mahmud. 1 besides 
Hindushaliiya ruler Jay pal a and fifteen members of Iris family. 7 According to 
Farruklii among the prisoners were two wives and two dung lucre of the Sluihi 
ruler,* Sulim, Mahmud returned to Ghaznin from Nandana with so many slovcs 
that tin: capital became like a city of India. I lie IliiKln slaves become so 
clicup that cvqii local porter* (lianimal), sweepers (kaiinas). camel drivers 
(jam mat) md slave sellers (nakkbas) became masters (kliwcja was kbudaband) 
of the s!aves. s Likewise, 53.000 captives were bought back from Kannaui by 
Sultan Mahmud, Slaves merchants converged on Ghazni n from Iraq. 
Tran soxlana and kburasmi and slaves could be bought tor two lo icn dirhems J 
According to Albertmi in central Aria there was a greai demand of kumair 
people of wukwdka island os a laves, 11 In view ofAlbmmi, Hie newly employed 
1 lindu servants were well versed in manners and customs bent they showed 
innate perversity. They ever placed shoes before their master in a wrung order, 
(lie right one to the left foot and Vice Versa. Likewise, in folding, they turned 
their master's garments inside out ;inJ spread the carpels so that the under 
part is uppermost. ,J However, FakHr-i-Mudabbir speaks of cultured Hindu 
slaves: Once Sultan liatiram Shah bought a Hindu maidservant, who was 
beautiful, refined, well bred and cultured. 11 

The Hindus cultivated numerous branches of science and were good 
astronomers, mathematicians and physicians. In hi* KiiabnPSayadanah, 
Albertmi explains that Hindu physicians employed a Hippocrateati treatment 
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amt used poisonous medicines. He cited evidence furnished by tlic son of a 
chief □]' Garden that his father suffered from chronic piles, 'flu: nuislim 
physician of Garde/ tried every kind of medicine Inti did not succeed. By 
dtaticc a Hindu physician happened 1o examine his father smd assured him uf 
cure. In a treatment, he cupped his father’s back and the area of llie kidneys 
was rubbed hy the Indian aconite drawing blood. When Lhe wound began to 
heal the physician revived Ik The treatment was repeated several times and 
his father's piles was cured. 14 Likewise Gardezi in 2aitt ul-Akhhar refers to 
Liu incantation by a Hindu proving successful against snake biie_ ls Regarding 
his own position among Hindu scholars, Albcruni points mu dim in the 
beginning he stood in relation to the Hindu astronomers as a pupil, since he 
was not acquainted with (heir peculiar national and iradilioml methods of 
science. In course of time when her uni begun to clarify to them the basics 
on which this science rests* arid pointed out some rules oflogicol deduction 
and scientific methods, the Hindus flocked together around Albcruni and 
showed eagerness iq learn from him. They began to considered Al her uni a 
Sorcerer. They discussed his knowledge with their learned men arid termed 
him as a Sea (of knowledge). 1 * 

There were also Hindus in Ghaznavid service, both in civil ami military 
ad mini strati un, The Gbuzimvids had a multiracial army, but the core of the 
army constituted mainly ofTurksand Hindus. Nizarmil-Mulk in Siyasat Nttmah 
records that Sultan Mahmud kept Uic various nal ton a lilies, Turks. Hindus. 
Khnrasiinis, Arabs. Ghurids and Dallam s in their separate ethnic groups and 
drew advantage from (his diversity. 17 Nizam uLMtilk's account finds support 
from Sultan Mahmud 1 s army composition. As a governor. Mahmud col lee led 
a large army comprised of Hindus and the kliulj to support his hither Suhiikiigin 
in the bailie of Heart. 11 As a ruler. Sultan Mahmud's army consisted chiefly 
of Tajiks and Hindus in the flghl against Hie k ban ids/* And against link khan, 
the Sultan marched to Balkli with a strong army composed of Turks. Hindus, 
Hud] is, Afghans and Cliuzz. 2 ® 

The recruitment of Hindu soldiery in live nrrny of Muslim rulers dates 
hack In Sulfiridv Tile SnlTuriil V.ic|iih |b. Lai$ implnyeit 0 contingent of Hindu 
soldiers under (lie command ofTaratnl Hind a, ns Lire Suiar~i~Hufiduafj7 t Put 
(he Cbaznavids, India served as the bruiting ground. Once Abdullah 
Odruli^iiL the then Satar- i-^haziyarf ciTahore , suggested lo Sultan Mahmud 
that if the Sul tun desired, lie may made addition to Hindu contingents with 
I €,000 foot soldiers and numerous cavalrymen. 11 Albertan i adds that the 
JCamaU troops of karnatadesha {Karnataka) were enlisted m the army of Sullen 
Mahmud and were known as Linn am.” 

The chain of command of (he Hindu soldiers reflected die general 
hierarchy of the Ghaznovid army, D t ;'low the llajib-i-Ruzurg* there was the 
Sipahstilrit-1-Hliu]uati full owed hy S\ter-t-Hinduan. The Sal nr £ commanded 
the mwfmktum, the rmqilrs and the Khaii of ten liuiiO- 

Hie Hindu soldiers served (he Ghaznavids both as fool soldiers and 
cavalrymen, Tilak as SipaHsalard-Iiinduun commanded the Hindu troops 
consisted of both cavalry and infantry. The Hindus and Dajlatim, as a 
permanent core, were prominent in the Glm/navid infantry Asa cavalry men. 
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lhc i u n du£ served the elite force. Once Akhur Setter Kiri cmimmudcd the three 
thousand imperial mounted soldiers {sawnr-i-Sultuni) Composed ot I uirks and 
Hindus in equal numbers. 14 in the Poshang expedition, Julian Masud s army 
comprised numerous Hindu troops of ill fan try and cavalry with branded horses 
{Sawer-hdnghi} under their renowned Salats (commanders).^ 

The Hindu soldiers were placed in different wings in die battle tlL ' ld - 
Sulmn Mahmud place Hindu troops in the centre (qolb) againsi lluk Klmii. r> 
while in the battle of Sarkhas Sultan Ma&uil placed five hundred Hindu 
cavalrymen in the Tear wmg {Suva).** 

The slave corps of imperial army was known as ghutemart-t-Saniy* I lie 
slaves comprised Turks. Hindus and some Tajkb, probably Khurasanis.-" 
Karkaus in Qabus Neimcte admires Sultan Mahmud's use of Turk sand Hindus 
as palace guards (glmlafnanA^aray ) whereby he constantly overawed the 
Hindus by means of (he Turks and (he Turks by mearm <d (he Hindus. 1 I lu. 
anonymous Author of ftrikh-i-Siesum tells us that to suppress Ihe revolt at 
Riestan (1003), Sultan Mahmud sent his imperial corps of palace ghulam 
{ghutam-i*Seray Mahmud)* most probable the Hindu contingents. I hey 
behaved cjtircraely snvaqely , racking the Friday mosque of Zarang, 
massacring Ihe Muslims and also killing Hie Christians in their Church. ,J 
Likewise Sultan Masud sent a I lindu Commander Tilak lo suppress the revolt 
of Turkish Commander Vbiiatiigir at Lahore. The Hindu force defeated able 
the Turkish Iroops and Tilak ordered them lo mutilate such Turks as happened 
[0 l>e the friends of Vena I tig in. 51 

The Hindu contingents were used as m escort force tor incarcerated 
Turkish Commanders for there was no fear of their sympathising with Ihe 
lurks, Sultan Masud overthrew iwo Turkish Commanders Aryaruq and 
Asighligin 111 1031. Wliun Aryaruq, after much persuasion, come to (lie court 
from Hisduslarv, he was arrested by the chiefs of the Hindu troops {ttiHfihari- 
i-ilittduan} with the support of WO soldiers" The oilier commander A sighUgin 
was captured and brought back to Chaznin. For his escort, the Sultan stipulated 
that 500 of the Hindu cavalry and infantry were lo acccm paiiy him, 3 " In die 
same year [103 I ) Sultan Masud arrested Ills unde Yusuf b. Sahukiigin who 
was Sent away lo a for tress with a gurnd ol three muqaddams. three tmqifis 
oml five hundred Hindu cavalry { mwar-i-H indu} together with ihree thousand 
infantry.' 1 

Allhough 1 lindu Uonps were held lo be brave Md loyal, the poor showing 
of the Hindu contingents al kirman (l 03d) agninst the Huy ids and at 
Dandanq&n against the Sdjuqs seem to have been isolated occurrences, lit 
the kiimari expedition, the Hindus formed One half of the cavalry force, their 
beiiiEi 2000 Hindus, 1000 Turks and I C00 kurds and Arabs along with 501) 
foot soldiers from each eontingcnis. in the battle field, (he commander Ahmad 
Ah Mosh Elgin made every cllbrts but Live Hindus showed feebleness and fled 
The panic spread to the rest of the troops and Ahmad was forced to abandon 
the battle field. The Hindus fled to Sieslan lirsl and then returned to Ghazni n. 
Baihaqi, Being an eye Witness, in forms US that ihe chiefs of the Hindus were 
kept ill Ihe dispatch hall of the Diwart i Risatet at Sad Hazara garden. Uu 
Said, the mushrif {cccounianl), brought several severe orders from Sultan 
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Musud. finally, (he I linJu chiefs (ntvqadrfam) committed suicide with (heir 
daggers (katara) so lhat blood began] flowing in the hall. Daihaqi and Bn 
Saul informed the Sulla,, about (he happenings. Sulla.. Masud Said in anger 
tn.li they should have used these daggers at Jcirmati". Rest of tileiit were 
treated severely, hut in the end they were freed.” The Hindu troops incurred 

sou i It. I, disgrace al D aiida..qan when lliey ile.1 hefore-the Turkomans. 1 lovcvc, 

Ihcre (lie Hindus were not more culpable than the rest oftl.c army. The Sudan 
summoned the Hindus and rcjuii nandcd them. The Hindu chiefs (muqaddamti 
solemnly submitted ilia, we arc ashamed to speak before oar lord (iAi,d™ w /| 
but. hi fact, our men were hungry and our horses weak Tor it is now four months 
since we could not have sufneient Hour and barley. Notwithstanding whul 
has happened, as long as we live we shall not be found deficient." The Sultan 
lorgnvc (hen* all, 1 * 

I he fihaznavid elephant corp was formed allcr the Indian expeditions 
I hcre wtts on im perial elephant stable [pUkhana) at Ghazni it and i stafTof 
In, do elephant drivers was employed under a muqqMam-PpUhnrm, who 
“ the htgh rank of Hajib.” Satfud Paula Mahmud b. Ibrahim, the governor 
ol I unjab ( 1 076). organized pilkhtma at Karnauj and appointed a I lindu Chand 
Ka. as Supervisor oflhal stable.” Baihaqi records that It. I (139. it group of ten 
lurk., man horsemen sneaked into (he elephant slahlc al kunduz in night after 
killing lour Hindu fool soldiers. They found a Hindu boy asleep on the neck 
ol .in elephant. Hie turkomans drove the elepliant away. Then they aw ake [lie 
boy and threatened to kill him if he would not drive the elephant quickly, By 
mom mg, they hud reached Saburqan and handed the elephant lo Baud Great 
discredit was incurred by this affair, for it was said that “Is lltere so much 
neglect amongst Ihesc men that Ihey allow an elepliant to be driven off.”' The 
"ijitler was reported to Sultan Masud who was exceedingly vexed and severely 
rebuked the drivers (j,ilb a „ a „) a „d oidered one lac Arams, the price of the 
animal. ,o be recovered from them. Some of the Hindu elephant riders were 
abochastised Besides the regular army. tlujIHindu vassal chiefs also supplied 
he Gha/anvids with additional imops in tine* of/imergeacy. Bahrain Shah 
1511 Ui.er.epmd die Gburid chief Alaaddi- will, die contingents uflhe 
Hindu vassal chiefs /tub and fains.* Sulfqa'cnily second lime Hindu chiefs 
s,|Pported Ihciebel Ohaznavid governor Muhammad Ba I laliin. against Sultan 
Italirmn Shall. Ihe rebel governor is said to have obtained the military support 
o various I lindu potentates Ranas, Thakhrn and leading cliicls «f Hindustan,* 1 
ecastonally the Hindu feudatory chiefs used to send the Hindu Iroops to 
the Ohaznavid Sultans. By a treaty of) 009. the Indian ruler agreed to send a 
contingent I of 2000 horse to serve Sultan Mahmud.« Although the Jats of 
Tunjab and bind Were not nn good terms vjith Sultan Malunud, yet in the 
reign ol bu tan Masud on the call of a IliWu commander Tilnk, Ihc Jal 
eontiugunt chased the rebel Turkish commander Ycnalligm mid killed him 
Ihc hill tubes ol kltokharof Jammu region foiiiicd Die core of Ihc irtnv ofthc 
last Ghazfavtd ruler Kbusrao Malik II IS4) in the struggle against the Ghutid 
eS ii I tan til if * yiiijr.j iii Mlj hum in da b. 

As tor civil administration. Sultan Mahmud seems to have followed the 
piniciplc established by Muhammad b. Qnsim who Imd left the local 
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administration of the smaller ureas in the hands of the Minus. ^ The cliicl 
nivil officer oT Parijabi Quid Shiraz appointed TiJuk as amil (tax collector} 
who used \o collect taxes from the remote areas. Tilak wna iiirtlier promoted 
to a pest in Hie central adm inislral ion. Jjq worked as datur (aeurelnry) nnd 
mularjim{ interpreter) (dr the Hindus under ihe WazirAhmad Hasan Maimandi 
during the reign of Sultan Mahmud. The olher civil official, Birbal had also 
been appointed secretary and interpreter by Stdlan Masud who placed him 
vndcrAb.il Fazl Baihaqi.^ 

The Hindus were employed both in civil and military administration, 
especially during (he reign of Sultan Mahmud and Ins successor Sultan Masud. 
Among the prominent Hindu governor and commanders Ihc names ol" 
Suklmpidu, SnuuJhrai, I lajrai. Nath and Tilak stand oul conspicuously. These 
commanders held a very high position under (lie Ghaznavid Sultans. 

Sultan Mahmud appointed SukJ tupal a hs govern or Of the Ghaznavid Indian 
possessions in I €06. The contemporary chronicler Gurdezi colls him’ 
ShnkpalV' While Ihc thirteenth century writer Fakhr-i-Mudabbir refers m 
him as ‘Sandbar which seems another variant of the name Sukhapala.” 
However, the later historians record Ihc name more correctly as l Sukapala*** 
or ‘Sukba palii.*' Utbi omits the name and simply mentions his epithet 'Nawasa 
Shah, s * which is being dan lied by Cardezi who records Ids original name as 
' Shukpala Nahasa-i-Shah,** or. Siikli:ip:iln. (he grandson of the Shah. As for 
Sukbnpdffs Muslim name after conversion, Jur luitlhqnni rceors (hat Jic was 
n.nied Auh Suar. Firishia supported Juibudtjq mil's evidence and twice Call 
SokhopolaasAab Saar, M Uibi calls him the scion of one of (he Indian tings' 
(mi lad-j-mn Ink- i-f Jind J. 1 * l-irislita calls him ’ihe son of one of Lire kings of 
Hind' (pisar-rajalta-t-fliiui)^ However. Fakhr-i-Mudabbir explicitly mentions 
him as thugrandBon of Joypnla’ ( Nntiira-FShafi Ja>pala). , ’ 

(Jarrdczi iniJonm us that Sukhapiiki was nmnng the prisoners of war 
captured by Abu Ali Simjuri from Mahmud al Mishapnr. 51 Nazim suggests 
that Sukhnpala was probably among those kinsmen of Jaypala who were left 
us hostages with Snbiikiigin in 985-87 oiler the bartlc ol Lamghan. 1 * It seems 
lhal SahuUigin sent these hostages of royal blood lo Nisbapur to be placed in 
the custody ol Mahmud, the then governor nf kh liras an. However in April 

Mahmud was driven out of Nishapur by Ahu Ah Simjuri, The Victor 
took command of a flew elephants and few soldiers of the Hindu contingent." 

It is more likely that at this lime, Sukhapala fell into ihe hands of Abu Ali 
Simjuri and was converted to Islam by him.* 1 Shortly in July 995 s Mahmud 
attacked Nishapur mid in a desperatv bftliie many officers of Abu Ali Siiiijuri 
ware made prisoners and were exchanged lor die elephants which lie had 
captured « Probably iu iltcsc exchanged irealy, Sukhapala was also released 
and ihc n joined ihc Ulmnavid armies, 61 

Sukhapala accompanied Sultan Mahmud In Mulian expedition (1006), 
and so tvas in the contingents ot Ihc Ghnznavid army when Mahmud, cn route 
to Multan, in II ictcif crushing defeat on his kinsmen Anandapala in the Valley 
id Peshawar. Sultan Mahmud then marched to Mujlan and captured llic city. 
Menu while, he received the news of the irruption of Ilak Klimi. He hurried 
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back to Ghaznin leaving the charge of the government of Multan and other 
Indian possessions in the hands of Sukhapala, who was made him his deputy 
and Vicegerent (nivabat wa khiiafat ) of India." Probably by appointing 
Sukhapala as the first Ghaznavid viceroy of India. Sultan Mahinud wanted to 
govern his Indian dominion by and Indian of aristocratic background. The 
appointment of Sukhapala, a convert scion of the Shahis. in such a high 
position gave him an opportunity to retrieve the lost fortunes of the 
l lindushahiyas in the Peshawar valley, but instead of co-ordinating with his 
brother or cousin Anandapala, Sukhapala choosed the other way" Taking 
advantage of the prolonged struggle between Sultan Mahmud and llak Khan, 
Sukhapala abjured Islam and raised the standard of revolt in winter (December; 
1007). It seems that Sukhapala might have rebelled at the instigation ol llak 
Khan. However, soon after Sukhapala ordered the Ghaznavid tax collectors 
(amiian-i-Suitan) to vacate the territory.** 

The news of Sukhapala’s rebellion reached Sultan Mahmud in January 
1007, while he was in pursuit of the vanguished army of llak Khan. I he 
Sultan relinquished the pursuit and, undaunted by the severity of the weather, 
marched to India with a great expedition. Sukhapala is said to have ottered 
some resistance but. finding it difficult to hold his ground against the superior 
number of the Ghaznavid army, he lied to Kashmir" He was chased by the 
imperial army and was soon captured and brought before the Sultan Mahmud. 
The Sultan having exacted the sum of 400.000 dirhams from him handed him 
over to the treasurer Tigin (7 )gin-i-Khazan) who kept him in prison till he 
died." 

Sultan Mahmud promoted another Hindu Commander Saundhrai to the 
coveted post of Sipahsalar-i-Hinduan. He is variously referred to as 
Saundharai by Baihaqi and Garadezi •* Saundhirai Hindu and Suvendrai by 
the later historians Nizamuddin and FirishLi respectively. 70 Soon after the 
death of Sultan Mahmud (1030). in the wr of succession, Saundhrai remained 
loyal to Amir Muhammad. When theTuikish troops commanded by Ayaz and 
Ali Daya defected to Muhammad at Ghaznin, the Amir sent Saundhrai with a 
large army of Hindu cavalry in pursuit of them. Saundhrai chased the defected 
Turkish troops and engaged them in battle. A conflict took place between the 
supporters of Muhammad and Masud. In course of Fighting the Commnader 
Suandhrai alongwith a large number of Hindu troops was killed, but not 
without a heavy loss on the side of the opponents. Ayaz sent the heads of 
Saundhrai and his lientenants to Ami j Muhammad. 71 

The other Hindu commander (Salar-i-Hinduan) during the reign of Sultan 
Mahmud was Hajrai. 72 Bijirai.” or Hujri Tck. 74 Hajrai had rendered service in 
the Ghaznavid army and was raised to the post of Salar-i-Iiinduan by Sultan 
Mahmud. Hajrai. however, escaped to India'on account of some political 
dissensions with Masud. In India, he had taken up his abode in the mountains 
of Kashmir. In 1048, Sultan Maudud sent Abu Ali Hasan, the Kotwal of 
Ghaznin with an army to suppress the rebel Indian chiefs. Having subdued 
the rebels of Panjab, Abu Ali advanced to the fort of Mahitah,” in the vicinity 
of Kashmir and Seized the fort. Abu Ali then sent message to Hajrai, extended 
to him assurances and summoned him to his presence. After pledging his 
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faith to him. Abu Ali persuaded Hajrai to attend the Ghaznavid court again 
and sent him to Ghaznin. At Ghaznin. Sultan Maudud rccived Hajrai with all 
favour. Thus, Hajrai rejoined the Ghaznavid army.* 

One of the Hindu commanders of Ghaznavid army was Banh, 77 Banth 7 * 
or Nath. 77 whose parentage is uncertain.* 0 It seems that Nath joined the 
Ghaznavid army during Sultan Mahmud’s reign and acted as Salar-i-llinduan 
under Sultan masud.* 1 

In 1034, letters were received from Lahore that Ahmad Yenaltigin had 
collected vast amount of wealth in Banaras* 2 campaign and had begun to rule 
independently and besieged Qazi Shirazi. the then civil official of Panjab, in 
the fort of Mandkakur.* 2 On receiving this news. Sultan Masud sent the Hindu 
commander Nath at the head of a large army to lake immediate action against 
Yenaltigin. A battle took place between Nath and Yenaltigin and while 
uncounted soldiers from both sides were killed Nath too was killed and his 
army was defeated and routed.* 4 

Thereupon another Hindu commander Tilak*' son of Jhalan was given 
the charge to suppress the rebellion of Yenaltigin. Baihaqi furnishes a detailed 
account of Tilak in his Tarikh. He was of Tilak humble origin, being the son 
of a barber (hajjam), but was handsome and enterprising, speaking and writing 
well both Hindi and Persian. In Kashmir.* 6 he had spent a long time in learning 
javelin wielding, coquetry (ishwa) and witchcraft (jadui). From Kashmir, I ilak 
came to Lahore and met the then Ghaznavid officer Qazi Shiraz Bui Hasan 
who appoint him ami! (lax collector). The Qazi used to send him to different 
parts of the Ghaznavid Panjab to collect revenue. However, knowing 
differences between the grand wazir, khwaja-l-Buzurg , Ahmad Hasan 
Maimandi and the Qazi Shiraz, Tilak contrived by stratagem to get the favour 
of Ahmad Hasan. 

The grand wazir decided to liberate Tilak from the tutelage of the Qazi 
Shiraz. The khwaja sent royal orders (tauqi-i-Sultani) with three couriers 
(khailtash) and to the great disgust to the Qazi they took I ilak to the court. 
Having interviewed Tilak, khwaja decided to refer him to Sultan Mahmud in 
such a way that his own involvement could not be known. The Sultan permitted 
wazir to look into the matter. Thereafter, Tilak became one of the favourites 
of the Khwaja and enjoyed his full confidence. The Khwaja Ahmad Hasan 
made Tilak the secretary ( dabir ) and interpreter ( mutarjim ) between the Sultan 
and the Hindus. In a short time. Tilak acquired great influence in the Khwaja’s 
diwan. Baihaqi informs us that he ever saw T ilak standing before the Khwaja, 
engaging himself in receiving and dispatching messages to the dabirs and 
interpreter of the provinces. Later on, after the fall of Khwaja Abul Hasan, 
Sultan Mahmud summoned all the scribes (dabir) and servants (chakran) to 
select the best of them for the court. The Sultan was impressed with Tilak’s 
intelligence and eloquence associated him with Bahrain, a Persian official to 
work as imperial interpreter for the Hindus. Thus. I ilak make rapid progress 
in royal service.* 7 

During Sultan Mahmud’s reign Tilak secretly allied himself with Masud 
against his brother Muhammad. It seems that, by the time, T ilak was 
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ml in ini ate ring the region of Kator* in the Kafiristan province of Northern 
Afghanistan," According to Bdhaqi. Tilak reitderd signal service fu Mastid 
by bringing nit I he I lindus of Kilter and others to serve MqslkL When Sultan 
Musid reached II llI k li from Heart, where be assumed the Sovereign stains, lie 
appointed Tilak ihc commander-in-chief of the Hindu army {Sipahsahr i 
I/tm/uan), a post which was earlier held by Saundhrai. lihik was honoured 
with gold embroidered robe (khilat-i-Zar), 4 jewel necklace of gold and the 
command ot the Hindu Soldiers (K-liailj, Besides, he was allowed to have 
keltic drum beaten at his quarter in the fashion of Hindu chiefs. He was also 

granted lhc privilege of having banners with gilded tops. Now he was listed 
among the high noble (« ’>«/r) joining the Sultan's inner circle (kliatvm) and 
was entrusted with important duties and missions to perform. When All mad 
Venal ligin revolted in Lahore, Tilak was given Lhc command of the army 
again si Yen al tig in at his own request, ^ 

Rmhaqi narrates the event in detail and informs us lhat when message 
was received from Lahore regarding the conduct of Ahmad Yen alii gin* Sultan 
Mns iid convened a consultative council with the nobles and the army 
co in in anders. There was an awkward pause when Masud asked who would 
undertook the task of crushing the rebellion. The Muslim nobles who 
under stood the difficulty of the enterprise mid disliked the Indian climate 
remained silent. Their silence was the opportunity oT t limit! Tilak who offered 
his services being a native of Hindustan who know ihe country and for whom 
the hot climate had no terrors Impressed 'with him. the Sultan confessed 
privately that "none of the officers had cod rage to lake op this responsibility 
and thus failed lo impress me with their loyalt- and dcvoiion. Perhaps Tilak 
felt ashamed of all of them and came forward to accept this challenge h Y h 

Alter jdjum jimujil uf the -eourU the ouluiii secretly scul h*s secicfcuy to 
Tilak with messages that ‘E shall assign the service tn yon. You will gel money, 
a strong force and whatever is necessary su that yen may be able to do (lie job 
aptly and rebellion may be suppressed. 11 On hearing this imperial message, 
Tilak bowed down mid kissed the ground and solemnly declared dial ‘‘if this 
servant have found himself unable lo perform (his duties, he would nol have 
uttered these words of courage before His Majesty {Khudawand) and the 
grander of the court, J will present my p j.m before Your Majesty for appraisal 
and soon proceed to destroy the rebel.’ 1 *' 

Tltc secretary returned to the court and informed die SuJim lielng 
pleased* the Sultan ordered him lo draft a letter of official engagements 
{Shug/ntl Nama) and royal order {mlsal}. The Suhan conferred the powers 
upon Tilak to do whatever he thought proper. The Sultan further honoured 
Tilak with a robe of honour {Khdaat\ drums [fojy and flags {clem). Next 

day, the Sultan ordered on army of the soldiers in array {i&'hiyah) ot Tirozi 
garden. The Hindu army consisted of numerous mounted soldiers (lYnwor) 
and fool soldiers [piyadch) with weapons. Tilak wos given the command of 
the royal cavalry [Sawaran-i-dargahi), who were the best of Hie Ghaznavid 
army, Tilak then received an honorific title of *A$p Salar-i-ffiaduan' and 
proceeded towards the J J anjab* ,J 
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I n Up: monili of July I M3, news was received that Ahmad Yenalrigin 
hud got control of the fort of Lahore, However. Illak had advanced against 
him at the head of a large Hindu army. Yenaltigin was seized with panic and 
there was friction among liis iroops. Sultan Mas rid immediately dictate J a 
letter for Tihik and lie was thus directed to move against the rebel with all 
speed*** 

Tilak nmrehed rapidly to Lahore. Several Turks either soldiers or traders, 
were made prisoners oil account of their closeness with Yenaltigin* and Tilak 
ordered his men to cut off the right hand of the prisoners,"* This ruth less 
action so text i tied the rebellious troops that many of them deserted YenalUgin, 
surrendered to Tilak and sued Tor mercy. Ahmad Yenaltigin was t hen pursued 
by Tilak and his Hindu soldiers. A haute ensued between the two armies, 

Yenaltigin was defeated and forced lo seek safely in flight. He was deserted 

by his Turkomans who were grained amnesty by Tilak, According to Gardezi, 
Yenaltigin escaped towards inmisuruin Sind, but Uailiaqi would have us to 
believe Hi at lie fled towards eastern T unjab and Haryana. Tilak however did 
not abate his pursuit and also announced a reward or live Inc dirhems at die 
head of Ahmad Yenaltigin* Tilak had also dispatched letters lo the chiefs cf 
the Jms ,J( lo pursuer lhc fugitive. In response, the Jats holly pursue the rebel 
governor. According to Gardezi* Yenaltigin wanted to cross the river Indus 
on back of the elephant (uu was drowned Ii> u sudden flood in the river Indus. 
Dul Baihnqi records that one day Yenaltigin wished to cross a river on his 
elephant when two or three thousand mounted Jals closed upon him. Yenaltigin 
plunged into the river* hut the Jats encircled him from two or three sides. The 
Juts captured his sou :md then attacked Yciialtigiu. killed him and clipped 
off his head. They even killed and took captives all of lhc followers of 
Yenaltigin and captured immense wealth. Hoon after, their chiefs contacted 

Tilak and asked for announced reward. The Jats agreed to receive one lac 
dirhems as their tew aids and handed over the head and the son of Ycnahtgin 
to Tilak* who having aeliiaved his object returned to Lahore. Now the civil 
and military administration of Lahore was reorganized. Then Tilak victoriously 
marched to Ghaziiin. This victory of Tilak was considered a great eve ill, thus 
dispatches were sent in every province uf the empire. 1 '’ 

Tilak met Sultan Masud at Merv ar-Rud and reported to the Sultan about 
his completed (ask. The Sultan favour Tilak with grant of insignia and umbrella 
fc/ii'i/rjr). Among the prominent Hindu Muqad dams Tamak Hindu and Tclgi 
were also present aloiigwilh Tiluk. hi a victory parade, the Hindu array* 
cara hymen a*s well as Infantry with fifty live elephants which Tilak collected 
as kharaj from ihe thakkurs marched in Trout of the Syrian. Obviously fate 
befriended Tilak and he gained success after success. 

Although Hie elevation of Tilak lo such a high post and position annoyed 
the Muslim nobilhy, but Sultan Masud himself continued to extended favours 
to Tilak.” Echoing lhc Sul Ian scniimcnts. (he wazir llai limit expresses bis 
opinion that ‘'Wi semen do nut wonder at such occurrence because no body is 
born great, men became such. What mallets is that men should leave a good 
name behind/' Tilak s reputedly low status by birili was also overlooked 
'Though noble birth is something desirable*" says Baihaqi, 'll docs nol favours 
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nny way in the absence of the qualities such as leant iug. prupriely itntl 
intelligence"'* 0 Summarizing the whole ficcoum. Muhammad habib opines 
llisL Ifw eareor of l iJak. the Hindus, shows the rapidity with which Hindus 
and Musatmans were both forgetting (heir religious differences in the service 
of a common kin^ and die superhiy orfenial feeling of loyalty to (he salt 1 . 1 '' 1 

Hindus enjoyed considerably toleration under the Gimnavids, Tfie 
demographic distribution of the Hindus have supported in shaping the social 
competition of the Ghaznavid urban centres Sultan Mahmud granted Hindus 
separate quarters in the imperial Gh azn in 1 "’ and allowed them lo observe their 
religion and religious ceremonies. Bom baePs discovery of a statue of Brahma 
in ihe excpvfltioiis of a palace at Ghaanm bmlt by Sultan Masud III <1112] 
clearly supports the foci that Hindu forms of worship were respited, 1 ' 1 
FuiUictinoic, Al-Maari describes the scene of a Hindu woman's Saii in Ghaznm 
in the reign of Sultan Mahmud."* 
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